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WITHERS URBAN RENEWAL STRATEGY 
Statement 

HON ADELE FARINA (South West) [9.44 pm]: I would like to raise concerns I have in relation to the 
response I received to a question without notice yesterday regarding the Withers urban renewal strategy; the 
answer was provided by the Minister for Agriculture and Food, but my issue is not with him, because I 
understand he was simply providing the response that was provided to him by the Minister for Regional 
Development. My issue is really with the response that was provided. 

I asked when the Withers urban renewal strategy would be finalised, and whether the comments provided during 
the public comment period would actually be considered and incorporated into the final strategy. The minister’s 
response was that the final Withers urban renewal strategy was released on 20 December 2012.  

I have gone back to check my records, because that certainly was not my recollection, and the cover of the report 
that was released on 20 December 2012 clearly refers to the report as a draft, not a final, strategy. In addition, the 
South West Development Commission released a media statement on the same date, and I will quote from it 
now. It states, in part — 

Following the close of the public comment period on Friday, February 8 and the consideration of 
people’s comments, the report will be finalised and used to guide future development of the 
neighbourhood. 

Again, that is clear evidence that the report that was released on 20 December was, in fact, a draft report and not 
a final report. In addition, the South West Development Commission—being as thorough as it always is—also 
issued another pamphlet dated January 2013. It states, in part — 

After considering people’s comments, the report will be finalised by the consultants. It will then need to 
be endorsed by Bunbury council and the South West Development Commission board. 

Clearly, the intention on 20 December 2012, when that report was released, was that it would be a draft. 
Members of the community were encouraged to make submissions so that their comments on the draft report 
could be considered when finalising the draft report into a final strategy. I do not remember the exact number, 
but hundreds of residents of Withers took the time to read what really was a very complex report and make 
submissions, on the understanding that their submissions were actually going to count and were going to be of 
some value in the finalisation of the strategy. 

Now they have been told that the strategy that was released on 20 December 2012 is actually the final strategy 
and that all their effort in writing submissions for consideration have amounted to nought—that they are not 
going to be considered and that there will be no amendment of that report in light of the comments that have 
been received. I have to tell members that I have today been getting phone calls from the residents of Withers, 
expressing their outrage at being misled by the government that this report was a draft report and that their 
submissions would actually count and be considered in finalising the draft report.  

I want to put it on the record that I think it is wrong for a government to mislead a community in that way. The 
Withers Action Group has been working very hard for a number of years to see some changes made to urban 
issues in Withers, and it finally got to a point at which a consultant had been employed and a draft report 
prepared. There were issues of contention in that draft report, and the community took its role seriously in terms 
of going through every aspect of the report and making detailed submissions, only to find that they are not going 
to count for anything and that all their effort was just wasted. 

I think that is a pretty disgraceful thing to do to any community, and I want to put it on the record that they are 
very upset about it, and that the Minister for Regional Development might want to consider making an apology 
to the people of Withers; alternatively, if the report was a draft report—as is clear from the cover of the report—
he needs to apologise to this house for misleading it. 

House adjourned at 9.49 pm 
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